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On Aug. 8, Innovation and Social Unity Party (PINU) Deputy Carlos Sosa introduced a draft bill to
eliminate the post of armed forces chief. Responsibilities pertaining to the post would be absorbed
by the Defense Ministry. Sosa told reporters that the bill seeks to eradicate "the present dichotomy
between the three government powers and the military," and ensure civilian control over the
military. He added, "There cannot be two governing powers in Honduras. I believe the military
power must be subordinate to civilian authority and the democratic spirit." According to the deputy,
political stability is threatened by the "use of state powers and resources by high- level officers with
political electoral ends." He said credibility of government institutions is lost by such practices.
On Aug. 9, armed forces chief Gen. Luis Discua responded to the proposed legislation by asserting
that while he respected Sosa's views, "the structure of the armed forces is clearly defined in the
constitution." Discua said the legislation was drawn up for political propaganda purposes. He added
that the armed forces should not be manipulated for political ends. (Basic data from AFP, 08/08/91,
08/09/91; Inter Press Service, ACAN-EFE, 08/09/91)
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